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Letter from the President
On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I'd like to both welcome and thank you
for joining us in celebrating our 30th Annual Firth Youth Center Banquet.
The youth of Phillipsburg and the surrounding communities have enjoyed
and learned valuable lessons about sports, and more importantly, life
within the walls of the FYC for generations. These lessons cannot be
measured in wins and losses or put into a dollar value, but can only be
gauged by the success of the kids who have participated in activities
which the FYC has offered for over sixty years. It is because of the people
here tonight and others who have contributed over the years, that the
future generations of youth can enjoy the opportunities that are being
offered and will continue to be offered at the FYC.
The children of Phillipsburg have experienced new diverse programming,
extended hours of care, and even full-day care when the School Districts
were operating virtually. I am pleased with the momentum and energy at
the FYC and applaud the devoted staff as they continue to shatter goals!
This evening, we are pleased to honor J.P. Stettner as the Elizabeth Firth
Wade Lifetime Achievement Award recipient for his decades of service to
Phillipsburg youth. Additionally, we’re proud to recognize AmeriGas as the
recipient of the Elizabeth Firth Wade Community Partner Award and to
present the Elizabeth Firth Wade Community Service Award to Hope
Rupell Duncan for her incredible volunteerism. Lastly, we congratulate
Miss Jewel Gonzalez (2020) and Miss Avery Giamoni (2021) as Firth Youth
Center Volunteer Service Award Winners. Each year, individuals and
groups that exhibit selfless devotion to the community are honored, and
this year is no exception. Congratulations to our recipients!
Please enjoy the evening and continue to support the mission of the FYC!
Sincerely,
Jeffrey Russo
President, Board of Directors
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A Brief History of the
Joseph H. Firth Youth Center
Because a girl who grew up in Phillipsburg never forgot
her roots, Phillipsburg has one of the finest recreational
facilities to be found in any community it’s size—the
Joseph H. Firth Youth Center. Due to the generosity of
Miss Elizabeth Firth Wade, thousands of area youth
have visited the Center to constructively fill leisure
hours since the Center was dedicated in 1954.
Elizabeth Firth Wade graduated from Phillipsburg High
School in 1899 and left to study music in New York.
Within 10 years, she was the most famous star on the
London stage, appearing in a long series of successful
musicals. She left the stage at the height of her career
to marry Joseph Homer Wade, a Cleveland
industrialist, and returned to the United States. After
her husband’s death in 1941, Ms. Wade moved to
Santa Barbara, California.
Ms. Wade contacted her childhood friend, Mrs. Mary Fisk Elliot in Phillipsburg for
suggestions for a suitable memorial for her late father, Joseph H. Firth. Mrs. Elliot
immediately suggested a Youth Center. It had always been Mrs. Elliot’s dream that
young people in Phillipsburg would have a place for their many activities. Late in
January of 1950, it was announced that the lady who had left Phillipsburg as a girl
50 years before would donate $65,000 for the construction of the Center to be
named in honor of her father, Joseph H. Firth, who previously served as Mayor of
the town. This donation was the first of many made by Ms. Wade. Before her death
in 1960, she had donated over $200,000 to the Firth Youth Center, which, because
of her illness, she never visited.
In her Will, Ms. Wade established The Elizabeth Firth Wade Endowment Fund which
has continued to support the Center’s Board of Directors with a portion of the
finances to operate and improve the facility including $84,000 of the $168,000
necessary to construct the gymnasium in 1963. Currently, additional funds are
provided by many private donations and nominal program fees, as well as special
grant monies for specific program use and major capital improvement projects.
In 1954, when the Center was dedicated, Ms. Wade sent these words to be read
on her behalf during the ceremony:

“…it is with the hope that all young people of the town, rich and
poor, are going to use it. Instead of meeting on street corners,
meet here and see what it has to offer. Naturally, I want older
people to also enjoy it in as many ways as they can. If you will
promise to do this, you will make me feel that I have done
something really worthwhile for the town. Make me happy, and
make it a great success.”

MR. JAMES P. “J.P.” STETTNER
Elizabeth Firth Wade Lifetime Achievement Award
Mr. Stettner was born on
January 30, 1952 in Glen
Gardner, NJ and then
moved to Carpentersville.
In 1955, he moved to the
Phillipsburg home he still
resides in today with his
wife. He is a 1970
graduate of Phillipsburg
Catholic High School and
served in the U.S. Army, where he was assigned to the U.S Army Honor
Guard 529th Military Police Unit European Command.
On January 15, 1972, he married Barbara Wilson who provided a great life
and three outstanding children, Robert, James and Ashley, for their family.
Later, they welcomed three grandchildren, Nick, Julia and Antonia, who
make J.P. and his wife feel old and young at the same time.
Mr. Stettner began his career in law enforcement with the New Jersey
State Police as a Communications Operator until he entered into service
with the Town of Phillipsburg as Patrolman in 1974. During his career, he
held various assignments including a K-9 Officer with his partner “Quell”
and served on the Phillipsburg Police and Garden State Underwater
Recovery Unit SCUBA teams. As he gained experience, Mr. Stettner
moved up the ranks until finally becoming Police Chief. He retired from
the Phillipsburg Police Department in 1999, but continued to assist in
keeping the Phillipsburg community safe by serving as 1st Director of
Security for the Phillipsburg School District for seven years.
Mr. Stettner has enjoyed the good fortune of being involved with youth in
several capacities, including coaching Baseball, Football and Basketball
for the Steele Hill Youth Association and holding Offices with the Bulldogs
as President, Vice President, Athletic Director, and Treasurer for the past 49
years and counting. He also coached Basketball for the Holy Name Saints
and was appointed Varsity Basketball Head Coach at All Saints High
School. He dedicated years as a President for the Philipsburg Athletic Club
(PAC) and coached the Police Athletic League midget basketball team.
Along with youth sports involvement, Mr. Stettner also devoted decades
of service to the Phillipsburg Community. He served as Town Council
President and Councilman for 12 years, was a past President of the
Phillipsburg School Board, and served on numerous committees over the
years including, but not limited to, the Phillipsburg Housing Authority Board
and Atlantic States Community Action Committee.

AMERIGAS PARTNERS, L.P.
Elizabeth Firth Wade Community Partner Award
AmeriGas Partners, L.P. is the largest retail propane distributor in the United
States. It serves over 1.7 million residential, commercial, industrial,
agricultural, wholesale, and motor fuel customers in all 50 states from
approximately 1,900 distribution locations. It is headquartered in King of
Prussia, PA.
AmeriGas is committed to giving back to local communities. They are
proud of their philanthropic work, which includes supply donation drives,
fundraisers, school equipment grants, and supplying delivery of tanks to
countless COVID-19 outdoor testing facilities. When there is a need within
a community, AmeriGas is committed to helping.
AmeriGas began their support of the Firth Youth Center in 2019, when
Regional Director, Mr. Robert Melick, heard about the offerings from his
daughter, Ashlee, who began working at the Summer Camp. Ashlee
would share stories with her father, which inspired him to find a way to
help provide opportunities to vulnerable Phillipsburg youth. Since then,
AmeriGas hosts an annual BBQ at Flynn’s Pavilion for the Summer Camp
children. Many of the kids remark that this their first time at a “fancy
restaurant.” The afternoon is always a highlight of the summer with games,
a dunk tank, and an ice cream sundae bar!
AmeriGas also sponsors the Warren County Hot Air Balloon Festival. To
date, three Firth Youth Center children have been gifted the once-in-alifetime experience of riding in a hot air balloon. This is an experience
these kiddos will never forget!
Mr. Melick retired after 25 of service at AmeriGas in August 2021. He lives in
Alpha with his wife, is the proud father of four children and is known as
“Pop-Pop” to his five beautiful grandchildren.

MRS. HOPE RUPELL DUNCAN
Elizabeth Firth Wade Community Service Award

Be it going to dances, making ceramics with Mrs. Stansbury, or having family
connections on the Board of Directors (her father, Lewis E. Rupell, was a past board
member and her daughter, Amanda Shepherd, is a current board member),
Hope’s connection to the Joseph Firth Youth Center goes back more than 50 years.
Hope is a 1969 graduate of Phillipsburg High, attended the University of Tennessee
at Chattanooga and is a Navy veteran. She met her husband of 48 years, Newal,
while stationed in Asmara, Ethiopia, where they were married. Together, Hope and
Newal have 3 children and 7 grandchildren: daughter, Amanda Shepherd
(Manager of Rupell Funeral Home LLC), her husband, Tim and children, Amri and
Sawyer; son, Wade Duncan (Postmaster of the Washington, NJ Office), wife Enne
and children, Breille and Kenzie; & daughter, Andrea Mitcheltree (teacher at St.
Jane Francis De Chantal), her husband, Eric and children, Reagan, Duncan & Riley.
Hope is the proud owner of Rupell Funeral Home LLC, a third-generation funeral
home who has been part of the community for over 65 years. Hope works
alongside her husband, Newal, who is a funeral director and her daughter,
Amanda, who is the Manager.
Hope is a member and Ordained Elder of Pilgrim Presbyterian Church, serving on
different committees and outreach programs within the church. One such
outreach program Hope is involved with, along with church members, is helping to
provide meals to Safe Harbor in Easton. Hope is a proud veteran who gives her time
to support local veteran initiatives. A member of Bernadine May Post #457, she and
her husband Newal volunteer at the Veteran’s Day program at Phillipsburg High
School and participate in the annual Memorial Day program at the Rally Point in
Lopatcong Township. Through the Rupell Funeral Home, Hope has spearheaded
clothing and toiletry drives for Safe Harbor, food and coat drives for NORWESCAP,
and school supply drives for the children of the Phillipsburg School District.
In December 2009 Hope’s youngest grandson, Duncan, was diagnosed with
cancer. This led to her association with the American Cancer Society and Relay for
Life of Phillipsburg. She was an active participant for 10 years, with 8 of those years
making All-Star status (raising over $2500 a year). Hope served on various
committees, co-chaired the event for 2 years, and co-chaired Bark for Life for 2
years. Hope is still involved with the Cancer Community. She, along with a group of
very special women, put together chemo bags that are then taken to the infusion
center at St. Luke’s Hospital – Warren Campus.
At the end of the 2019 Relay season, Hope
decided to step back from that event to
concentrate on the needs of the Phillipsburg
community. This decision was made after seeing
a Facebook post from a parent that could not
afford the membership fee to the Firth Youth
Center for their child. It was only $15, but to
those where every cent is budgeted, it might as
well be $1500. Hope, by way of Rupell Funeral
Home, sent a check to the youth center to help
cover membership fees for those in need.

With that, “Adopt-A-Member” was born and the Rupell Funeral Home proudly
continues to contribute every month to help with membership fees.
The FYC has become an important part of Hope’s life. Whether it be handing out
fruit and veggies, giving out Halloween costumes, wrapping Christmas gifts with the
kids, or being on a committee (with some remarkable women) to ensure the kids of
Phillipsburg go back to school with fresh haircuts and new supplies, Hope is always
willing to help out at the FYC. Phillipsburg’s children, like all children, deserve a safe,
loving environment to come to. The FYC provides such a place. With all that has
been said, being called “Miss Hope” by the kids is the best recognition of all.

MISS JEWEL GONZALEZ
2020 Youth Volunteer Service Award

Born and raised in Phillipsburg, Jewel attended the
FYC growing up where she transitioned to a
volunteer and, eventually, became a FYC Youth
Counselor. Before graduating in 2020 from
Phillipsburg High School, Jewel achieved several
academic and athletic accolades. Jewel was in the
National Honors Society, President and Founder of
Gay Straight Alliance, and a member of many
clubs. Not only did Jewel represent the spirit of
P’burg as Suzie Stateliner, but she also embodied the pride that is P’burg by
bringing home the honor the first ever female wrestler to break the Varsity Wrestling
line-up and was crowned NJSIAA Women’s Wrestling State Champ in 2019 & 2020.
Following her incredible High School career Jewel, committed to Gannon University
where she continues to be an outstanding collegiate athlete. Devoted to her craft,
Jewel juggles wrestling at a high level and maintaining her schoolwork as a PreMed Biology Major.

MISS AVERY GIAMONI
2021 Youth Volunteer Service Award

Avery is the daughter of Jessica Regemann and Nate
Giamoni. She is currently a sophomore at Phillipsburg
High School, but began at the Firth Youth Center at the
age of 6 when her parents enrolled her in Summer
Camp. Avery loved her time at the FYC and attended
Camp each summer. Before entering 8th grade, Avery
became a Counselor in Training at Camp, where she
assisted with the younger campers, served lunches, and
helped clean-up. When COVID-19 flipped the world upside-down, Avery found herself looking for opportunities
to help others. She reached out to Miss Meghan about volunteering to help
students while school remained virtual. Avery began attending the FYC twice
weekly to lead games in the gym and assist with virtual school. In Summer 2021, the
FYC Administration hired Avery to lead a Summer Camp Group of her own! Since
then, she continues to work at the FYC and inspire youth to stay on the right track!
In her free time, Avery enjoys playing Lacrosse for the Phillipsburg Stateliners and
plans to attend college to pursue a law degree.

Il Gaetano Ristorante
665 Columbus Ave., Phillipsburg, NJ 08865

The Bock’s, Barb, Joe, and Jack, congratulate
J.P. Stettner and all the deserving and
distinguished honorees!
We also anticipate the reopening of
“Il Gaetano Ristorante” under the able
management of the Rosendo Family, father & son.
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The Life of Mr. Ed Hull
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William “Bill” Spencer
Ken Lutz

Lou Reda
Michelle Broubalow
Gloria Decker
Major Bruce E. Lawrence
D. Scott Curzi

Past Community Service Award Recipients
Dr. & Mrs. Gregory Troxell
Rosalie Finegan
Mark Reda
Carmella “Dolly” Corcoran
Eileen Budd-Clark
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Dr. John “Jack” Emery
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Phillipsburg Emergency Squad &
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Phillipsburg Volunteer Fire Dept.
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Robert Stem, Sr.
40th Anniversary
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Sheridan Printing Company
Atlantic States Cast Iron Pipe Co.
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Jacob Hardin
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Lauren Lusardi
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Jillian Meissner

Christopher Woolf
Madeline West
Sophia Martinez
Taylor Campos
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#1 Major Teaching Hospital in the Country!
Learn more at stlukes100top.org

From the Executive Director
Thank you for attending the 30th Annual Banquet! We truly have an
incredible slate of award recipients to honor for their commitment to the
children of Phillipsburg. Additionally, I am proud to continue the Volunteer
Impact Presentation and highlight several individuals here tonight who
whole-heartedly support our mission. I always look forward to the Annual
Banquet, as there are many selfless individuals and organizations who
deserve to be recognized for the success and growth of the FYC!
The past 18-months have been an incredible challenge for the FYC and
the families we serve. However, I am proud of the work our team was able
to accomplish despite the adversity. In that time, we provided thousands
of curbside services to our most vulnerable families, safely re-opened our
doors to athletic and enrichment activities, obtained a child care license
to assist working families during the virtual school experience, and even
celebrated completing our massive goal of #FreezingTheFirth with a
bunch of our Camp kids and loyal supporters! It has been heart-warming
and humbling to work with so many devoted individuals who also believe
that when we #FILLtheFIRTH, our youth have a safe place to just be kids!
On behalf of the Board of Directors, staff, and children we serve, thank
you for your generosity and continued support. We look forward to all that
is good to come for the youth of Phillipsburg via the Firth Youth Center!

Kelly Post-Sheedy
Executive Director

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

283 North Main Street
Phillipsburg, NJ 08865
www.kayselectric.com
info@kayselectric.com

Family owned and operated since 1969.

In addition to providing college and vocational scholarships each year, the
Board of Directors allocates the proceeds from the Annual Banquet to
off-set costs associated with dynamic programming, such as healthy
cooking classes, the earn-a-bike series, youth yoga sessions,
summer camp behavior incentives, and much more!

Much Appreciated Donations
President’s Association ($200)
Dr. Gregory & Shannon Troxell
Dr. James & Camille Brennan
Ms. Rosalie Finegan
Rob & Marisa Stettner
The Sheridan Family
Dr. Marian Trapani
Pat & Barb Dragotta
Steve & Carol Stocker
BJ & Kristie Metz
Rupell Funeral Home
Jack E. Thompson
Friend of FYC (Anonymous)
Father John Barbella & The St. Philip and St. James Church

Platinum ($100)
Mrs. Betty Post
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas McGuire
Amy & Julia Sinkbeil
Dee & Bob Ellwood
Roseberry Family Dental
The Flynn Family
Joseph & Martha Davis
Jim & Debbie Shelly
Charles Nowalk & Joan Bossert
Ms. Donna Deroche
Steve & Joy Samson
Ms. Heather Kreidler
Linda & Bill Snyder
Office Concepts/Jiorle’s
Mr. William Kowalchuk
Mr. & Mrs. David Morrisette
Winegar, Wilhelm, Glynn & Roemersma
Phillipsburg Democratic Committee

Gold ($50)
Ms. Gayle J. Rogers
Ms. Danette Sekerak
COE Insurance
Ms. Sally Reynolds
Marble Hill Orthodontics
Rick & Kelly Sheedy

Carl & Alba Hess
Denise & Chris Weber
Jim & Nancy Caroprese
Jeffrey & Nacole Gitto
Ms. Anne Carberry
Rev. Joseph & Elaine Molnar

Silver ($25)
Mr. Kenneth E. Lutz
The Lawn Ranger
Ms. Roseann Rohm
James & Dawn Slifer
Mr. & Mrs. Dominic Nicolosi
The Firth Youth Center is a private 501(c)3 charitable organization devoted to serving the
vulnerable youth of Phillipsburg, NJ since 1954 through a wide variety of educational,
recreational, and athletic opportunities. The Firth Youth Center is committed to building the
resiliency of our must underserved populations while continuously promoting diversity,
equity, and inclusion for the betterment of our children and community.
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The Board of Directors and Staff of the Firth Youth Center are
proudly dedicating the 30th Annual Awards Banquet
in loving memory of Mr. John “Bull” Durnin.
Bull was raised in Phillipsburg, where he was an entrepreneur and
owner of Durnin’s Fast Plumbing, an avid Stateliners fan, the
founder of Pohatcong youth football, and served on the Garnet
Booster Club for many years. He was also long-time proud
supporter of the Firth Youth Center.
In recent years, Bull was a staple at the Center. With many old
pipes and new projects, Bull was always a phone call away. Even
at the age of 79, he would wedge himself into tight spaces to
triage rusty pipes, climb on the roof to assess drainage, and even
work for hours on hard tile floor to install handwashing sinks to get
the Center into compliance with COVID-19 regulations. Upon
arrival for each job, he’d proudly say, “Did you know I was here
when this place opened?!?” He loved to walk through the
building filled with children and always asked to see the latest
renovations. It was abundantly clear that helping the Firth Youth
Center was not about business, it was Bull’s way to help sustain a
place that meant so much to him.
Bull is survived by his children, John Durnin III, Christine Deacon,
Bridget Pastula, Holly Merante, their spouses, 9 grandchildren, 3
great-grandchildren, his companion, Phyllis Porter, and many
family and friends. A hole was left in Bull’s heart when his beautiful
daughter, Michele Sands, passed in November 2020.
On behalf of the Board of Directors and Staff of the Firth Youth
Center, our heart-felt condolences go out to the Durnin family,
many of whom are here tonight. Bull was truly a wonderful man
and will be missed by so many.

